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In a word, his poetry abounds with beauties. In one of the months of the year
649 [A. D. 1251-2), being then in Cairo, I had a dream (9) in which I saw Ibn Onain
holding a broad, red-coloured sheet of paper, on which were inscribed about fifteen
verses. "I composed these verses/' said'he, "for al-Malik al-Muzaffar (vol. II.
" p. 391), the sovereign of Hamat." That prince was dead at the time of which I
am speaking. The assembly where we were seemed to be numerous, and he read
the verses to us. One of them struck me greatly and I repeated it over and over in
my dream ; when I awoke, it was impressed on my memory and I give it here :

To recite verses is not laudable, unless he whose praises they extol be deserving.

This verse is not to be found in his poems. In the life of Fakhr ad-Din ar-Razi
(vof. //. p. 654), we have spoken of him and his poem which rhymes in /; we have
also mentioned him in the life of Saif al-Islam [vol. I. p. 655). High favour was
shown to him by different sovereigns, and he filled the post of vizir at Damascus,
towards the end of al-Malik al-Muazzam's reign and during the reign of al-Malik an-
Nasir, that prince's son. On the accession of al-Malik al-Ashraf, he resigned his
office, and, having retired to his house, he continued to reside there and never again
occupied a situation under government. His birth took place at Damascus on
Monday, the 9th of Shaaban, A. H. 549 (19th October, A, D. 1154), and he died in
that city on Monday evening, the 20th of the first Rabi, A. H. 630 (4th January,
A. D. 1233). The next morning, he was interred in the mosque founded by himself at
Ard al-Mizza [the land ofal-Nisza), which is a village at the gate of Damascus, Ibn
ad-Dubaithi (p. 102 of this vol.] states that he heard him say: " We came originally
" from a place in Rufa called Masjid Bani 'n-Najjar [the mosque of the Najjdrides),
'* and we drew our descent from the Ansars." Subsequently to my copying this
passage, I visited the tomb of Bilal, Muhammad's vnwuuazzin (10), which is situated
in the cemetery lying outside that gate of Damascus which is called Bab as-Saghir.
On coming out of the chapel erected over the grave, I observed a large tomb near the
door (or near the gate], and, being informed that it was Ibn Onain's, I stopped and
invoked on him the mercy of God.

(1)  When the muwazzm calls the people to prayer, he proclaims that there is but one God and that Muham-
mad is the apostle of God.   It is to this the poet alludes.

(2)  The author means that he did not learn any of Ibn Onam's verses from that poet's own lips.

(3)  See vol. I. page xxxvi.